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'| staccato eontrol, & touch which enables

Russian Pianist
Surprises Audience
by Rare Pé;iomance

Rises to Highest Points in

Bells of Kremlin and
Liszt’s Rhapsodie.

BY RICHARD SPAMER,

Firstiy. the larga audienca. at the
Qgeon last night was beholden tp Sergel
Rachmanginoff, the Russian planistic
genius, for a masterly rendition of “The
Star-Spangled Banner”; secondly, for
a mnever before even apprdximately |
equaled presentation of Liszt's Twelfth |
Rhapsodie. The former preluded and |
the iatter concluded the stated program.

Recurring to the national anthem, it
is proper to say that after listcning to
severul hundred perfunclory playings of
America’s best popular air, Rachman-
Inoft’'s manipulation of it on that scien-
titically responsive keyboard partook of
the nature of a musical revelation. It's
a grand old song the way he made the
plano sing it; not only sing it, but al-
most articulate it. Here 18 where our
visitor who does not know our native |
tengue showed not only his artistry but
his musiclanship. He eschewed our
stenciled version, but by impromptu
employment of counterpoint in the bass
and broadly resonant’ chords in the
treble, impuried to the chorale a truly

I'spiritual powaor.

Probably te glve his program the
classic introduction, Ruchmaninoff be-
| gan with Mozart's Theme and Varla-
| Hons In A major; following this with
the somewhat extensive Beethoven So+
| nata, opus 10, No. 3. Playlng upon &
| strictly up-to-date concert gfand plano
of largest format, it behooved the artist
to simulate short, gharp schellenbaum
(or bell-trse) tinklings, so that we
might hear the spinet tintinnabula-
tions of Annc 1776-1%25 Right here
Rachmaninoff characterized entlrely
the very height and front of his plan-
istic art—he Is not only the master af
the keyboard, but he has a wizard-llke

him to release the keys within a frac-
tlon of an Instant after striking them.
Those In_last night's audience (made
up la.r(ery of professional musiclans
and inveterate concert-yoers) will recall
anoth wizard, Leopold Godowsky's,
achiev in Not for
elther or ison,
but merely to state a fact, audible to
trained ears, Godowsky's. most precise
staccato was soft and| mumbling as
agalnst rippling, glittering touch-and-
let-go style of Rachmaninoff’s. Neither
is there any mystery aboyt the pro-
duction of this wonderful eifect. The
amazing Russlan, tall and spare of
body and thin and long of limb, plants
himself angularly on a low chalr,
bracas his knees under the instrument
with a wedging motion, digs his heels
close to the pedal, giving his feet just
room enough to work In, and thus canti-
levered, as it were, is enabled to impart
muscular rigidity to his forearms and
yet leave his fingers flexible and free.
Enfin, as we sav Iin French, unless
one is built like Rachmaninoff nothing
like the production of the Rachmaninoft
staccato I8 possible. He nas the per-
fect physical alignment to the chief |
percussipnal Instrument, and this 18
most of his good fortune and & per |
cent of his art.

In the three Chopin numbers, the C-
sharp minor Nocturne, the A-flat Valse
and the C-minor Folonaise, we had fur-
ther examples of the artist’s penchant
for staccato. The Valse was played with
a crispness and distinctness that would
rival the best of the imported Swiss
spleldogen or music boxes of tonal com-
merce. ;"

After these numbers the audience got
into a breathless state while awaiting
the Rachmaninoff tour de force, the
world-renowned and student hackneyved
Prelude in C-sharp minor, that apoth-
eosls of the Bells of the Kremlin at Mos-
cow. The visitor's vision of many years
ago was made apparent to the under-
standing of* last night's audifence when
he gave us that startling plece of work.
It 18 Indeed a prelude to the dire com-
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_bustion and confused events thick-
hatched upon a woeful time that now
engulf his beloved homeland. No won-
der men and women in all eections of
the auditorfum arose and cheercd when
the last golemn measure of that turbu-
lent compositlion had died away,
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