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Rachmamnoﬂ !
Russian Artist,
in Piano Recital

! A plano ‘progromme composed en-
thruly of etudes was Lhe very unusu-
|al offering of Sergel Rachmaninoff,
|the famous Hussiun pluuist, who gave
|a recital last evening In Elmwood
| Masic hall, this being the third cun-
|cert in fhe Elljs serfes It Is ten or
televen years since this artist last ap-
peared in this city, and during (Lis
period, half of which was one of tor-
rible etress and storm for bhim, his
artstic gain has been wotable. It
wis* noble and commandigg art that
i Mr.- Bachmauinoff revealed (o his Lhear,
ors” Iast evnnfng and ohe marveled
that out of such vears of horror could
*pring a growth of such ideal beauty
It Is true tha! at hi# previous appear-
uncs In Buffalo Mr. Rachmaninoff was
heard onlv in a concerto with or-
(chestra, whigh did not afford the same
| opportunity as a recital for d'spiay
lof individuality, but it is indisputable
that for tonal beauly, originality of
treatment, and technical achivvements,
Mr. Rachmaninoff's playing last night
far outranked his earlier performance.
The programume was so unique that

it deserves complete record. It com-
prised two of Schumann's studies on |
Paganini  Caprices; eight  Chopia
studies: five studies called Tableux,
[ fby Rachmaninoff. a study each by
Rubinsteln and Scriabipe, and @ o
Liszt studies, Donce of the Gnomes,
|the one In D flat major and La Cami-
| panella. The Chopin group contained
the studfes known as the Black Key,
the Butterfly, the 'Cello and the Aeo-
Uan Harp, as also the E major, the
[y major, No. 3 of opus 25, one in A
| minot and ome in ' minor. As a|

double encore following this group he !
| played two of thie Chopin waltzes.

Of the artist’'s own studies,s the
Ithird one, & minor melody weaving
|through & filmy web of shimmering
|sound, pleased the moest. It was a
! matter of course that at the end of |
his own group., Mr. Rachmaninoff |
sbould respond lo the inslstent ap-
lpllure with hig popular Prelude in C|
{sharp minor, to which he gave most
Interesting utterance, making the bass
| motive one of poignant, tragic appeal, |
rather than the stately clarion of
many players. The Rubinstein study, !
an int--rln. king one for the lwo‘
hands, wus quite a novelty and very

The Scriabine composition |
lucid and effective by lho|
it of ‘perforance and 7|
|the manner in which he ruised what-!
|ever melodic line there was into prome
{inence. and the Lisit studies recelved
dazzing!y brilllant treatment. After
his- own Prelude Mr. Rachmaninoff
added a lovely Barcarolle of his own, |
|and his encore at the end of the pro-
|gramme was the Paderewski Minuet. |
| lu the playing of these numbers, Mr.
| Rachmaniaoff displayed splendid vir-|
| tuosity, great individuality of interpre-
| tation and command of as . exquisite
[ planisstmo touch as can be imagined. |
His muscles are of steel, but they are
 velvet tipped; and the loveliness of His |
soft passages I8 superlative. - Certain |
| compositions, such as the Black Koy :
study and the Campanells, he took at
breathless speed, yet never with loss
of clearness. Very original was his |
playing of the Chopin A flat waltz, in
which the upper tones. usually played |
as grace potes, he raised to a dignity
of their own. Indeed, throughout the |
programme, the artist's unlque inter- |
pretations held the attention and were |

|

a source of constant pleasure. A very
large andience gave Mr. Rachmaninoff
frequent proof of its absolute sutis-
faction with his wonderfu) phylng

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



