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GREAT COMPOSER
[N PIAND RECITAL

Rachmaninoff's  Pla ying

lLess Exalting Than
Former Concerts Here
OPERA SOCIETY

Montreal Singers Meet with
Success in Popular
Excerps

plano recital, His
Muajesty's Theatre ; loeal direction, Louls
H. Hourdon; program: Ftude, Op, 8,
Paganinf-8chumann,  Sonata, B minor,

l{u‘\"HMA.\'TI-\-H—.)I‘ r

|
|
I'=|v O8, Chopin; encora, Wigtz, Chopin,
| Four Ktudes, Chopin. Three Etudes-Tab.
| leaux, Rachmaninoff; encore, Prelude
' sharp minor, Rachmaninoff., FEtude,
|Up. N1,  Rubinstein, Etude, Op. 42,
| Bcriabine: encore, Prelude, G  sharp
| minar, Rachmaninoff. Lance of the
Ithmmvnj Iitude, 1 flat, Liszt. Campans-
cllo, Paganini-Liszt; encores, compoal- |
|ltnn by Rachmaninoff; Minuet, Pader- |
l ewskl.

| More, mueh more, than a great per-
| former 15 needed to make o concert
great. Many. very many, other factors
| contribute to or detract from the true
i success of the undertaking. There is
the program; there is the mood of the
musician ag a largely determining in-
fluence, there is the temper of the
audience, scarcely less  influentlal:
there fs the atmosphere of repose or
of restlessness; the condition and
tone of the lnstrument, if the concert
be instrumental; the state of the sing.
er's throat, if the reeitnl bo  wvocal.
And if the argument that a great man
can never be less than great be ae-
cepted, it must also he admitted that
his greatness may have varying de-

grees.
Mr. Rachmaninoff was not in the
perpetually exalted state of mind yes-
terday afternoon that his audiences
found him in last year. He reached
it In extended moments of inspiration,
when his genius illumined the musie
with vivid flashes; but a sense of un-
ease was often felt, a susplcion that
he was struggling against irritafion
either from within or without, that he
was hesitating between drawing his
audlence up to him and stooping downr
to gratify it,
THE CHOPIN SONATA.

In a program clouded by pleces
which musiclans do not look for from
Rachmaninoff, the Chopin BSonata
stood out as a peak from which a
wide horlzon could be seen, In this
masculine and feminine elements were
marvelously wrought together; the re-
finement of the melody in the Largoe
being thoroughly offset by the vigor
of the fina! Presto. It was the
Chopin of prophetic vision that Mr.

encore, the Waltz, he played. with
Mozartean simplicity, and with more
emphatic dryness of tone and beat
than he used last year in the Turkish
Mearch Sonata.
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Rachmaninoff revealed to us; but the |
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