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WISE AND OTHERWISE |

By Mrs, W. Y. Morgan.

Ot course, the Rachmaninoff con-
cert was “over our heads.”

But it was over, like the stars that
shine at night, like the moon in all
its glory, way, way beyond our reach,
but lifting us up by their beauty and
light,

And Rachmaninoff lifted his audi-
ence up last night.

And that is real art.

At no place did he allow any ele-
ment of self to creep into his pro-
gram,

He came onto the platform without
ostentation, and he left it amld tre-
mendous applause, in the same man-
ner,

His program was the most wonder-
fully executed one that has over been
my joy to hear.

I felt when it was over as though I
had looked upon a beautiful sunset im-
possible to describe, and had felt the
power of and beyond, man alone.

And when 1 listened to the great,
great artist, I thought of the columas
it would take to list his achievewents.

I thought of his great work az a
pianist, his great work as a composer,
Lhis great skill as a coaductor of or-
chestras and opera, and then I
watched his sincerity play its pact as
he found himself here with a smail
audlence, and a drop curtain so terri-
ble that it would have checksd an
artist of less abillly and delermina-
tion,

Rachmaninoff is not only an artist,
but he is a splendid workman, and
what we heard him do last night 18
only the result of years and years of
applied energy, plus, of course, that
something he has that we plain folks
call art,

Rachmaninoff is now forty-seven
years old, or will ba next Saturday.
He has come to our couniry to gtay
until his own torn homeland- is re-|.
stored again,

He has been able to add the inter-
est of our greatest musicians fo his
store of artlstio achievemeants, whica
s no small thing to do.

And though he can néver know it,
he has added the audience he had last
| nlght to his list of friends, for he

brought them joy and beauty, and he
left them with memories of it, which
nothing can ever take away.

And so I list this concert as one of
the proper efforts for the City Beauti-
ful plan—and the club that brought
him here, as one of the valuable as-
sets for such a plan.
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