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EL HERALDO DE MADRID 1935-04-09
SERGE RACHMANINOFF AT THE ASSOCIATION OF MUSICAL CULTURE

Finally, we had the occasion to hear in Madrid the great Russian pianist and composer Serge
Rachmaninoff. His name’s fame is caused by yesterday’s celebrated session organized by the
Association for Musical Culture and it was even more crowded than the previous ones. Many listeners
had to hear the entire recital standing. Rachmaninoff did not disappoint the expectations. He is indeed
a pianist of extraordinary stature. As a sexagenarian, he style adjusts for the greater part to the great
style of the eighties. But he is able to strip off all packaging and presumptions by which his renditions
result in a clear, marvelous simplicity. Marvelous was his interpretation of the complete program that
started with Bach’s Toccata and Fugue in Tausig’s transcription and passing by Bach and Mozart,
concluded with a third part, entirely Russian. I repeat: the whole concert was a marvel. But where, in
my opinion, Rachmaninoff reached unprecedented heights was in the beautiful Sonata in D minor
[sic] of the divine Salzburger. All of it, serene and luminous, charming, and the ineffable lyricism of
this immortal page finds in the great artist perhaps its unique interpretation. Rachmaninoff was really
frenetically applauded. To the point that, no doubt being enemy of encores, he finally had to give in to
the auditorium's requests. It is the only thing for which we can reprimand him.

R.DELA S.

[Translation: copyright J. Falleyn]



