
 

REVISTA MUSICAL CATALANA 1935 JULY 

CONCERNING RACHMANINOFF’S INTERPRETATIONS 

Commenting the interpretations of the well-known pianist Serge Rachmaninoff, A(uguste) de Radwan 
said in the ‘Monde Musical’ (Paris): “Why, in the interpretation of certain authors, of Beethoven, for 
example, and especially of Chopin, by means of exaggerated, unexpected changes of rhythm, sudden 
rhythms, do we hurry, in a moment, in the most complete perplexity? The interpretation of these 
works continues to offer good moments, but the overall impression is, however, unfavorable. How, in 
spite of this, the artist's prestige continues to be great; young adherents discover him, follow the music 
book with the pencil in their hands; devoutly focused, in order to imitate them afterwards, inclusive all 
the mistakes of rhythm and movement. And since they do not possess the great technique of 
Rachmaninoff, one shudders at thinking about what these imitators of the style of Rachmaninoff 
prepare us for.” 

Radwan in “Le Monde Musical” says the same as has already said Frederic Lliurat in the Revista 
Musical Catalana. 

[Translation: copyright J. Falleyn] 

 

 


