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Due to the sudden illness of A. Nikisch, instead of the last four concerts of the Philharmonic,
only two took place under the direction of Sergei Rachmaninoff. The successes he is making
in this area are enormous: he now knows how to completely subordinate the orchestral mass
to his will, giving a vivid and surprisingly clear execution of his profound and talented ideas.
Behind his restraint and self-control of the orchestra, one can hear life and ardour where they
are needed; so that in him one observes a rare combination of inner creativity and constant
introspection and thoughtfulness. At the first gathering, Scriabin's First Symphony, in which
the choral finale-fugue was omitted, was given an excellent performance.

The first two parts sounded excellent, but somehow they were still not warmed up enough,
but everything that followed, especially Lento and Vivace-scherzo - original and piquant -
went off beautifully. Even better were the comic and essentially magnificent in concept and
performance "The Adventures of Till Eulenspiegel" by R. Strauss. The rather long "Siegfried
Idyll" was conveyed poetically. The second collection was given over to Rachmaninoff's own
Second Symphony, somewhat drawn-out, but profound and beautiful, Mussorgsky's "Night
on Bald Mountain," performed with ardour and astonishing clarity, and the musical
illustration of Bocklin's famous painting "The Island of the Dead," which is Rachmaninoft's
last work, not yet published. That there is much beauty here, especially in the realm of
harmonic combinations, is undeniable, but it lacks that "charm of dispassion" that Bocklin's
painting is full of. There is all calm, here there is much languor, much strength and sighs, so
that the fundamental mood, the cold majesty of death, is much more successfully captured in
Vasilenko's "Garden of Death." I think that the very theme of Bocklin's work is not in
keeping with Rachmaninoff's lyrical talent. The audience warmly welcomed the conductor
and composer at both concerts. G. P[rokofie]v.

[Translation: Google]

bnaromaps Bae3annoii 6orb3an A. Hukuima, BMbcTo mocirbJHUXE 9eTHIpeXs KOHIIEPTOBD
®duapmon. OO11., COCTOSIIOCH JIHIIG ABa moas ymp. C. PaxmanuHoBa. Yemrbxu, KOTOpBIE OHB
nbiaeTs Bb 3TOI 001acTH OTPOMHBL: OHB YMbETh Tereph BIIOMHE MOTYIMHUTE OPKECTPOBYIO
Maccy cBoeil Bourb, 1aBasi BBITYKIIOE U YIUBUTEIFHO OTYETIIMBOE BBHITIOJTHEHIE CBOUXb
DTyOOKUXb U TAIAHTIMBBIXD 3aMBICIIOBB. 3 €T0 CIEPKaHHOCTHIO U BBIAEP)KaHHOCTHIO
OPKECTpa CIIBIIIHBI )KU3HB U MBUTh TaMb, Th OHU HY)KEHBI; TaKb YTO y HErO HAOIIOACTCS
phakoe coyeraHie BHYTPEH-HITO TBOPUECTBA U IOCTOSIHHATO CAMOAHAIN3a U BILyMUYHBOCTH.
B® nepBoMb cobpanin oTmmyHO nponuta nepsasi cuMdonist CkpsiOnHa, Bb KOTO-pOii ObLITH
BBITYIIIEHD XOPOBOM puHATB-(PyTAa.

OTnu9aHO TIPO3ByYau 1Bb MmepBeist 4acT, HO OH'b Kakb-TO OBUTH ele MaJio corpbThI, 3a TO
Bce nocabayromee, ocobenno Lento u Vivace-scherzo-opurnHanbHoe U TUKAHTHOE -
MpoIuwIo npekpacHo. Ee sydine yaanuch KOMUYHBIS U Bb CYITHOCTH BETUKOIBITHBISA TIO
3amMbiciy U BeinoHEeHito «IIpoxbnkn Tuns Diinenmmurens». P. [l tpaycca. [Toatnyro Obuia
nepenana JIMHHO-BaTas «uawntis 3udpuma». Bropoe codpanie ObUTO OTIaHO BTOPO
cumdoHin camoro Paxma-HIHOBA, HBCKOIBKO PAacTIHYTOH, HO IITyOOKOW U KpacuBoi, « Houn
Ha JIsicoit ropb» Mycoprckaro, nporieamien ¢b )KapoMb U YIUBUTEIBHOIO OTYET-TUBOCTHIO,
Y MY3BIKQJIbHOW WILTIOCTPAIiN 3HAME-HUTOW KapTUHBI bekmaa «OcTpOBbh MEPTBBIXEY,
SBJISTIONIEHCS TOCTh THUMB TIpon3BeieHieMb Pax-MaHWHOBA, e1lle He Hale4aTaHHBIMb YTO



31bch MHOTO KpacuBaro, 0COOEHHO Bb 00JaCTH TapMO-HUYECKUXb COYETaHIl — ITO
HecoMHbHHO, HO31BCh HBTH TOH «penecTn O6e3cTpacThs», KOTOPOH MOHA KapTHHA
Bbexnmuna. Tamb Bce-criokoi-CTBie, 3bch MHOTO TOMJICHIsI, MHOTO CHJIBI M B3JI0XOBb, TAKb UTO
OCHOBHOE HACTPOEHie, X0JIO-HOE BEeIN4ie CMEPTH ropaszo ynaunke cxsaueno Bb «Camb
cmept» Bacuienko. Muk mymaercs, 4to camasi TeMa beKIIMHOBCKAaro nmpou3Be/ICHisS HE Bb
xapakrepb mupuueckaro gaposanis Paxma-auHoBa. [1y6nuka pamymnrHo BecTpbuana quprmkepa
1 KOMIIO3UTOpa Ha 000MXb KOHIepTaxb. [. [1-Bb.



