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Yesterday's performance of "Rusalka" at the Bolshoi Theatre attracted attention primarily due
to the appearance at the conductor's stand of the new conductor, Mr. Rachmaninoff, who
enjoys a well-deserved reputation as a talented composer both here and abroad. True, as a
debut opera, "Rusalka" is extremely unfavourable for a conductor: its instrumentation is so
formulaic, ponderous, and inelegant that the conductor has no chance of showing himself as a
subtle interpreter of the given music; nevertheless, Mr. Rachmaninoff managed to highlight
something here that had previously been completely lost. In any case, we heard an artistic,
not a crafty, performance. If there were any shortcomings, they should be attributed to the
extremely unfavourable cast. Just as in "Ruslan" the female chorus was carried off, so in
"Rusalka" this fate fell to the men. Mr. Petrov's handsome bass rang out superbly. The duet
between the prince and the miller was beautiful. Mr. Rachmaninoff, who did not overshadow
the orchestra and followed the singers beautifully, contributed in no small part to its success.
The female chorus was quite weak.

[Translation: Google]

Buepamniit ciekrakis - «Pycankay - Bb bonbimoms Tearph npuenexans, ri1aBHBIMb
00pa3omMb, BHIMaHie TOSBICHIEHD 3a IUPIKEPCKHID ITyJITOHS HOBAro KamnesbHeicTepa T.
PaxMaHMHOBA, IOJIB3YIOIIATOCS KaKb Y HACh, TAKD M 3a TPAHUILIEH 3aCITyKEHHOU CIIaBOM
TaJaHTIBaro kommnosuropa. [lpasna, uto, kakb 1e0I0THas omnepa, Uit qupuxkepa «Pycankay
Bb BBICIIICH CTENEHH HE OIaronpisiTHa: MHCTPYMEHTOBaHA OHA TaKb MAOIOHHO, TSKEIO,
HEU3SIIHO, YTO TUPHKEPY TIOKa3aTh ce0sl, KaKb TOHKAro TOJKOBATEIIS JAHHOW MY3BIKH, HE Ha
4emrs; HO, ThMb He MeHbe, I. PaxmanuHoBb cymbib u 3abch oTThHUTE MHOTOE, UTO MIpEKIe
co-Bchmb nponanano. Bo Besikomb cirydat, Mel ciblany XyqoKeCTBEHHOE, a He
pemecieHHOe ucroHeHie. Ecinu n Obutn Kakie HeZJ0UeThl, TO UXb CI'bAyeTh OTHECTH Kb
KpaiiHe HeOmaronpisiTHOMy coctaBy ucnonauteneil. Kaks Bb «Pycnant BbIBe3b KEHCKIN
MepcoHab, Takhb Bb «Pycankby ata mons Beimana Ha myxunHb. Kpacuserii 6acs 1. [TerpoBa
OTJIMYHO 3BY-4aJib. Jly3Th KHSI35 Cb METBHUKOMD MPO-LIEIIb IPEKpAcHO. YcbXy ero Hemaiie
co-nhiicTBoBas I. PaxXMaHMHOBE, HE saray-Iiasi OpKECTPOMB H MTPEKpacHo cirbaa 3a
nbBuamu. JKeHckiil nepcoHanb ObLTb COBChMB €1adb.



